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The Goulbourn is small community based museum serving the former Goulbourn 
Township. This includes the communities of Stittsville, Richmond, Munster, and 
Ashton.  
 
The township is located twenty kilometers south-west of Ottawa, in 2001 it was 
amalgamated as part of the city. The area is still primarily rural, however Stittsville 
and Richmond are undergoing significant development which potentially will 
threaten the local historic architecture.  
 
This project hopes to bring light to the importance of vernacular architecture in 
small communities, by providing alternative methods of presenting and 
understanding the stories behind these buildings we see everyday 
     ...and the ones we don’t.   
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How? – 3 Stages 
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Step 1- The Tour 



• 37 existing buildings with addresses are listed on the back. They are colour coded to indicate 
original functions, church, residential, commercial, institutional. Each building is represented as a 
coloured dot and number on the map. 

•  As a participant, you would travel to the address listed, look for the plaque indicating you have 
found the right site, scan the QR code on the map, or on the plaque and receive more 
information on the building through your smart phone.  

 

• Black dots on the map represent GHOST buildings, these are buildings that are no longer 
physically here, but their stories live on. The dots correspond to a representations of floor plans 
to the right of the map. These plans are no specific to any one building, but represent the general 
building type. 

 

• GHOST buildings are categorized by building types. On the tour there is currently five types of 
GHOSTS. These are ‘The Clapboard Church’, ‘The Gabled Home’, ‘The Log Barn’, ‘The Train 
Station’, and ‘The Half Story’.  

 

• There are no addresses for the GHOSTS, you must search for their marker which will be on their 
original site, near where the map indicates. Once at the site, the plaque will indicate a direction 
to face, this corresponds a video of the GHOST reappearing.  

 

• Use the QR codes to discover what has been erased but not forgotten. This includes a video, 
stories, historic photos, and further architectural drawings.  
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Lets try it #1, its       so it is a GHOST 
building. 
 
 
Travel down the road, look 
for the plaque indicating 
you have found the site.   

Let’s Try It 



 

Arrive on site 



 

The plaque will indicate which direction to orientate your view of the site. Once you are in  
Position scan the QR code on the map or plaque.  

Locate the plaque, Scan the QR code 



Tap center of screen to load the PREZI presentation 



Tap center of screen to play the PREZI presentation 



Advance through the 
presentation by 
tapping the right of 
the screen. 

Watch and discover the photos, stories & videos 



Record, take your own photos & submit online 
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Step 2- NOW & THEN Online 



• An additional tab for the NOW & THEN Tour will be added to the Goulbourn Museum’s current 
website. This will act as a place for participants to upload photo and information that could be 
added to the tour. 

•  Participation will allow the tour to continue to grow, and more importantly it will ensure that the 
local stories of the former township will be accessible are to the larger public and preserved for 
the future.  

• A visitor to the area may take photos of the buildings they see on the tour, this would help build 
of a database of current photos, because you never know when one of the existing buildings may 
become a GHOST.  

• Or perhaps the participant is from the Goulbourn area, and has further information on the family 
or stories behind the building. They too could use the THEN & NOW online upload feature to 
submit this information.  

• Museum staff/ volunteers could insert new photos or information into the PREZI presentations, 
keeping the tour fresh and updated. 



 

THEN & NOW tab added to website 



 

Online Information & submit button 



 

Upload 



 

Add further information 
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Step 3 – The Exhibit 



 

GHOST Buildings Exhibit 



Life size wood frame and fabric reconstructions of local buildings no longer here.  

Blair House 

GHOST Buildings Exhibit 



• The exhibit would grow every year with an addition of one of two new GHOSTS. The GHOST 
buildings would be reconstructed at a 1:1 scale, using wood frame stretched with canvas fabric. 
One weekend a year, the Goulbourn Museum would host the GHOST Exhibit, where these 
reconstruction would be placed around the community for a weekend, in as close as possible to 
their original locations. To spark interest in the GHOST Exhibit, one reconstruction could be 
housed on the museum’s lawn, for a month leading up to the exhibit.  

• This would act as a festival, hopefully encouraging a boarder range of visitors to the area.  

• It would be a way of visualizing Goulbourn history.  

• The construction of the GHOST would be a Design Build partnership between the Goulbourn 
Museum and Carleton University, third year design studio, which consists of a 1:1 construction 
project. The research, and construction would be the work of the students.  
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